‘Starters’ and journals are provided to students as they enter the classroom. Not every entry is used during each quarter. Students understand that their responses should be in paragraph form and they have five to ten minutes in which to complete their entries.
Draw and label a map of the neighborhood that you consider to be ‘home’. Include the people, places and things that are important to you.

Draw and label a map of the neighborhood where you grew up. Include the people, places and things that were important to you.

Where did you grow up? Have you lived in one place/town your whole life or have you moved around during your life?

Where and when were you born? Are there any interesting stories associated with your birth?

What’s in a name? What’s your full name? Were you named after someone? What names did your parents consider before deciding on the one you have? Why did they choose your name? What is your nickname? How did you get that nickname? If you could change your name, what name would you give yourself?

"What's In a Name?" -  Get to Know Students and Parents
Who has had the most influence on you? Write a paragraph explaining how this person has influenced your life, in positive and /or negative ways. Have you observed this person’s influence on others, as well? Who and how have they influenced this individual? Describe how you have influenced someone in your own life.
Who is the wisest person you know? Why are they wise?

The best lesson my grandmother (or parent, or any relative) ever taught me was…

Describe the oldest person you know.

Who are some of your personal heroes and why? Do you consider yourself like them in any ways?

What’s your earliest memory? How old were you? What are the two best memories that stand out from your childhood? Why do you remember these things so clearly?

What four things are most important in your life? Why?

What are some significant events in your life that you recall? These could involve school, club activities, religious organizations, and family events. Why are these events significant?

Goals don’t always have to be something as big as an Olympic Medal or writing a novel, but they might simply represent a tiny step you take each day for your health, your school, or your relationships. What are five tiny, little goals that you could add to your life and how would you achieve them, step-by-step?
Write about something that you worked hard to accomplish. How did you go about accomplishing this particular thing? How do you feel about your accomplishment? What other things do you want to accomplish?

How would you describe yourself in a short paragraph? Use at least three adjectives in your description, and then give a brief example of how you demonstrate that trait.

Where do you see yourself in five years? What steps will you take, now, in order to reach your goals? 

